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6 September 


STAFF 90TB 

SUBJECT: Bern f bought g on White Mercenaries in Africa 

The tmgffiwil y invincibility of 153 vfaite mercenaries in 
their battles vith Congolese military forces over the past 
two months is undorsdning the authority of the Sfcfcutu regime 
and could precipitate the dissolution of Oonga-Klnahaaa as a 
state. Recently, the federal govern a eu t of Sigsrla has started 
to recruit oereenarios to help in its Indecisive struggle 
against the Mafma secessionists, and the military revise in 
Ghana has expressed fear* that ex-Pmsident Skaaasah asy ar@ssd.se 
a aarcanaiy fores with which to shoot his way hack to power. 
Weald the whit® soldier of fortune prove as potent a fores on 
the course of sweat s in the latter two countries as in the Congo? 




1* There smebs to be no shortage of potential recruits 
fbr eereeaaxsr duty in Africa. For wages of #593 to £3*030 par 
aonth plus looting and other "ports,” pilots, array officers. 
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and rafters ansser the call from each organisers as South 
Africa’s Colonel John Peters, veteran sdliiary meddler, and 
Lae den's Oeorg* fevrldekls, purveyor of second-hand nrawmemta. 
User are m e m i ted through contacts in a half-deron Suropeaa 
cH3untrle«* in 3outh Africa Hho&esifc* and a to a TflitfffT aactant • 
in the OS. Though warn am young an seeking to find glory for 
the first tlasi moat «m ex-regular arty mm keeping their hand 
in the only gene they know* Many have an inetlnrtlve hostility 
toward cammim, hut they am eeeanfcially apolitical and rilling 
to esr*» any psyaaster* Sane such as Colonel Jean S chra a e 
am reputed to have a paterraaliatic concern for the worldly 
wellbeing of Africans. Mast, ho we v e r , would just as soon "send 
a kaffir a day to heaven.* 

2. lie the Congo, this has proved noaxfcafely single to do. 
Ever since the wurconnri mm first, becaeae active there in 1960 - 61 , 
they have enjoyed out standing advantages, both te ch n o l o gical end 
paydhalogical, in their battles against the blacks. The techno- 
logical — superior skill in planning and executing battle and 
in utilising eophi st tested weapons — is partly the explanation 
of the paychalggleai. Thus, the black soldier has good reason 
to fear the white mercenary «a a superior fighter. But them is 
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vox* to t he story. Qoa$al*m azay unite bolding clear ad- 
nata®* in meiMir* fir* sower* and battle position h«v» r*« 
SWBtadly shed their usdfonas and aatim for the bush at ths first 
report that a wtvsrta ry force was on the way# At Uom ; coa^o* 
1®*» soldiers haw® sought to mm their fey in 

Crowes to the aid© of the Mercenaries.* 

3* Stack unwillingness to face the whit© nm in battle 
illustrates the txantinued strong 1*84 on the Congolese Mentality 
of convictions of the bl a ck akaa'a Innate inferiority sad the 
n^it« Ha*! invincibility . Skis lnfteiodtf ccsapiax is norturnd 
in cMl&iooa with folk tales of the heroic eaploits gad posarm 
aagic of white mm, S» conduct of the Ualglmis as colonists 
reinforced the black's fear of ths arsed white sags. The large 
shafts* of the Congo and the snail else of Ba!gl««i garrisons 


♦ flr.hrwrau sow has severs! thousand Congolese soldiers with 
*£• ?**®? J* &a ™ L * Stans «*e s wd iay Katangan gndaaaea 
id» Joined his i dad l lew at the start* my 

deserters fra* sa hsegnant tattlea and near-b*ttle« , 
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dictated ft jgiicgr of ftdktiig ywi imtcUf at 

aets*l and potential dissident tiUagei. tos nsn-pref aseianal- 
iaa of the Congo** officer corps* the poor tra iBlflg filjciplins 
of toe troops* gad the lack of map sense of iospd.tr to the earned 
forces or to the C o age a* * nation «l» underlie toe cosardiy 
behavior in tattle,* 

%, In aiMrtft, both. eUn ifl' WMdf u se & aell msSber of 
white Miteaweiae fear specialised tail e«g*# the federal navy 
depsnds m a oafcer of toite technicians end Mafra's too B-s6 
bcefcers mm 21 am by toxepea&s. Ha have rcli^le reports that 
toe federal foreas have recently hired Sm$aBB| Assarfcansji 
•ad Ethiopians to serve as pilots end grand eawws for toe doses 
Jet aircraft recently pan dm sa d fsaa too USSR end caotocaa.ototi&* M 


• toese mm ®L asdvwrtages contributed to a poor shewing by 
Congo essay ftereea du ri ng battles with the Simfca ratals 
during 196W56. too Sinbew were not only better organised 
bet were also believed by artsy troops to possess angle powers 
tost aade tow itmilnarable to bullets, 

m W® acw hear that Soviet te chnician s to Sigerla have refused 
to train European* and Aaarlcan® for tows podtians, and 
tost toe Siberians are aslcing Algesia to supply was "asr* 
conft3rf.es," 
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5. If mercenaries me te hearse active in large ausd>ers 
in tiic glgeri g n civil «• bellave that their advw itege over 
tiie blacks, by and large, would be only technological. Sorties 
flown by aenn^r pilots sod awesasiwra x&mmA executed by 
aeree«»ry ground forces 00104 taro the o»*tcoae cf I my bottles 
to the favor of federal forces sod, in time, erode the willingnee* 
of the Mefmns to continue the struggle. Bat the Zboe are a 
relatively well-educated sad urbane people. Btsir officers are 
professionals, ®«V SfcwJhurst trained. 3belr soldiers have been 
blooded by the battles of the past two wmths and, though rag- 
tag by most standards, are consAdsaetfcly acre oaapetent and self- 
confident than their Genoese counterparts. Perhaps eat iaa- 
portent, Xbo natiosaHam is fairly highly developed, both as 
loyalty to fellow txffe *ma& and as hatred of the conan mmn y. 

At least at first, Ibo forces are not lihaly to panic #ist because 
-several score white (am are approaching. These Is some chance, 
in fact, that the Introduction of shite mercenaries would 
the Iboa to fight with greater deteradaeMoa. 
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In the Jitter military ^vartaa ent has express*! 

fears that Shruttah ie glgaatag to use Qaanm let *up§lla& 4et air- 
creffe end * groiad force of* aorceaerles to launch an lcmaion 
£rm hie eactle has* in Quines* Shark has native pilots $*Oifi*cl 
to fly its Italian -l-uilt Jets, ifim ,t it neir «nti is bobs sophist!- 
isstei radar s giifwettfc to give them the advantage of early earning 
•gs&ist any airborne in&colopera. US believe that Ghaoeian fears 
of ffiaraasli’s plotting are greatly eng^srstsd. Wa gtosff , even if 
®£maah vase to organise sad lead « ssmsasiy two*, m think its 
chance# of sneeess wcsila be peer. She Gtmadm papulation, sspsdL- 
«Uy the EdUtwcy, scald not vaicaese the retera of the *^ia«asr w 
sod by end large swOd support the present a o wnsaati t. Shane's 
sotldiszs are relatively sophisticated, will-fcrained, and responsive 
to a g*®feawt*»*sl officer soaps. 1 Sate* fa Shams* as la StggrjUa* 
shite oerconarle* would probably net enjoy the tram odeas psycho- 
logical advantages that make than invincible i m the Congo. 
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